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Elmbridge Borough Council 
 

East Area Planning Sub-Committee 
 

Report of a virtual meeting held on 26 April 2021 
 

Members of the Committee: 
 

* N. Haig-Brown (Chairman) 
* N. Houston (Vice-Chairman) 

 
* D.J. Archer 
* A. Coomes 
* B. Fairbank 
* C. James 

* Mrs. K. Randolph 
* M. Rollings 
* R.C.J. Williams 

 
* Denotes attendance 

 
Also present as a virtual attendee: 

 
Mrs. M. Marshall and S.J. Waugh 

 
44/20 Declarations of Interest  

 
In respect of application 2020/1076 – Pelhams Ridge, 1 Copsem Lane, Esher, 
whilst not a disclosable pecuniary or other interest under the Code of Conduct, 
R.C.J. Williams wished that it be noted that he was an ex-officio member of the 
Esher Residents’ Association, which had written a letter of representation in 
respect of the application. 
 

Matters of Report 
 

45/20 Tree Preservation Order EL:20/46  
 
(Link to Council Priorities: Character and Environment) 
 
The Sub-Committee was asked to give consideration to objections that had 
been received in connection with Tree Preservation Order EL:20/46, made in 
respect of trees on land between Hampton Court Way and Summer Road, 
Thames Ditton. 
 
Tree Preservation Order EL:20/46 had been made on 3 November 2020 in 
response to a Pre-application submission and perceived threat to trees.  The 
Order had been made following the undertaking of a Tree Evaluation Method 
for Preservation Orders (TEMPO) assessment which was the Council’s method 
for determining the suitability and defensibility of all new Orders. 
 
Details of the objections received had been provided to Members together with 
the report of the Council’s Tree Officer. 
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Having considered the report, the Sub-Committee agreed with the Council’s 
Tree Officer that the majority of the trees on the site were not either under 
threat and / or were suitable for inclusion in an area order.  Accordingly, 
Members supported the identified groups of trees which provided a good 
degree of public amenity and which were suitable for retention and protection 
with a modified Order. 
 
Following consideration of the report, for openness and transparency purposes, 
a recorded vote was undertaken on the recommendation as set out within the 
officer’s report, whereupon there voted: 
 
For the recommendation: D.J. Archer, A. Coomes, B. Fairbank, N. Houston, 
C. James, Mrs. K. Randolph, M. Rollings and R.C.J. Williams (8) 
    
Against the recommendation: (0) 
 
Abstentions: N. Haig-Brown (1) 
    
The Chairman declared the recommendation as having been carried and 
accordingly the Sub-Committee 
 
Resolved that Tree Preservation Order EL:20/46 be confirmed with 
modification, as outlined in the agenda. 
 

46/20 Planning Application  
 
(Link to Council Priorities: P2 – Deliver appropriate sustainable planning 
decisions) 
 
Resolved that the application set out below be determined as indicated, in 
accordance with authority delegated to the Sub-Committee: 
 
(a) 2020/1076 - Pelhams Ridge, 1 Copsem Lane, Esher  
 

During consideration of the application, the Sub-Committee 
accepted that some form of development on this site was 
inevitable, particularly if the Council was to continue protecting 
the Borough’s Green Belt. 
 
However, having reviewed the relevant material considerations, 
the Sub-Committee determined that the proposal would appear 
overly dominant within the street scene due to its bulk, massing 
and design. 
 
Accordingly, following consideration of the application, 
R.C.J. Williams proposed that permission be refused, contrary to 
the Officer’s recommendation, for the above reason.  In addition, 
the East Area Team Leader advised that an additional reason for 
refusal should be included in respect of the lack of legal 
agreement in relation to affordable housing provision, which it 
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was acknowledged had been included in the officer report.  In this 
regard, a recorded vote was undertaken for openness and 
transparency purposes, whereupon there voted: 
 
For the refusal: A. Coomes, C. James, Mrs. K. Randolph, 
M. Rollings and R.C.J. Williams (5) 

    
Against refusal: D.J. Archer, N. Houston (2) 

 
Abstentions: B. Fairbank and N. Haig-Brown (2) 

    
The Chairman declared the recommendation as having been 
carried and accordingly the Sub-Committee resolved to 

 
 Refuse permission, contrary to the officer’s recommendation, for the 

following reasons set out below: 
 
 1. The proposed development by reasons of bulk, massing and 

design would be out of keeping with the street scene and cause 
harm to the character and appearance of the area.  This would be 
contrary to Policy CS17 of the Core Strategy 2011 and Policy DM2 
of the Development Management Plan 2015, the Design and 
Character Supplementary Planning Document 2012 and the revised 
National Planning Policy Framework 2019. 

 
 2. The proposal, by reason of the lack of legal agreement in relation 

to affordable housing provision, would be contrary to the 
requirements of Policy CS21 of the Core Strategy 2011 and the 
Development Contributions Supplementary Planning Document 
2020. 

 
47/20 Matters for Information  

 
(a) List B: For Information - Applications currently under consideration and 

yet to be determined  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the applications currently under 
consideration and yet to be determined for the East area. 
 

(b) Forthcoming Appeals - Outstanding Written Representations  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the forthcoming appeals - 
outstanding written representations for the East, North and South areas. 
 

(c) Appeal Decisions  
 

The Sub-Committee received and noted the appeal decisions for the 
East, North and South areas. 
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48/20 Chairman's Closing Remarks  
 
As this was the last meeting of the Municipal Year, the Chairman thanked the 
Vice-Chairman, Sub-Committee and Officers for their hard work and support 
during the year.  
 
In addition, as Councillor D.J. Archer was not seeking re-election at the 
forthcoming Elections, the Sub-Committee thanked him for his positive 
contribution to the work of the Sub-Committee over the many years that he had 
been a Member, and wished him well for the future. 
 

- - - - - - - 
 

The virtual meeting commenced at 5.05 pm and concluded at 5.40 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N. Haig-Brown 
Chairman 

 
Mrs. T. Hulse Principal Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
Duty Legal Officer 

 
Ms. G. Healy Solicitor 

 
Other Officers in attendance 

 
P. Falconer Development Manager 
Ms. N. Lynch East Area Team Leader 
R. Gibbons Senior Tree Officer 

 
Remote Meeting Facilitators 

 
Miss. S. Ullah Committee and Member Services Officer 

 
 

 

Democratic Services Officer in attendance 


